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ABSTRACT: A transaction evidencing system includes a plurality of computer systems 
operatively configured to form a network with one of the computer systems functioning 
as a server and the remaining computer systems functioning as clients. Each of the 
computer systems includes a processor, memory and storage media. At least some of 
the storage means includes non-metering application programs that are selectively run 
on the client computer systems. An unsecured printer is operatively coupled to at least 
one of the computer systems for printing in accordance with the non-metering 
application programs. A portable vault card, which is removably coupled to the server 
computer system, includes digital token generation and transaction accounting 
processing. The client computer systems issue requests for digital tokens to the server 
computer system in response to requests for indicia from the non-metering application 
programs. The requests for digital tokens include predetermined information required 
by the token generation processing. The server computer system communicates with the 
vault card when the vault card is coupled to the server computer system, sending the 
requests for digital tokens to the vault card and receiving from the vault card the 
generated digital tokens. The server computer system sends each digital token to the 
client computer system that requested the digital token. The requesting client computer 
system generates an indicia bitmap from the digital token. The server computer system 
receives from the vault a transaction record that includes the digital token and the 
predetermined information and stores the transaction record in its storage media. 
19 Claims, 10 Drawing figures 
Exemplary Claim Number: 1 
Number of Drawing Sheets: 8 

KWIC 

Claims Text - CLTX (1): 1. A postage metering system comprising: a plurality of 
computers operatively connected as part of a computer network and operating as client 
computers on the computer network; at least one vault device coupled to at least one of 
the client computers (local client computer), said vault device including unique 
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identification, postal value storage means and digital token means; means in said client 
computers for functioning as a postage metering network wherein a client computer 
other than the local client computer (remote client computer) requests evidence of 
postage payment from the vault device for concluding a postage metering transaction. 

Claims Text - CLTX (3): 3. The system of claim 2 wherein the remote client computer 
initiates a postage metering transaction in the vault device by sending a request for 
evidence of postage payment to the local client computer, said local client computer 
sends the request for the evidence of postage payment to the vault device, and wherein 
said local client computer receives transaction information. 

Claims Text - CLTX (9); 9. The system of claim 1, further comprising: means in the 
remote client computer for initiating a postage metering transaction including means for 
sending a request for evidence of postage payment to the local client computer; means 
in said local client computer for forwarding the request for the evidence of postage 
payment to the vault device, means in said local client computer for receiving from the 
vault device transaction information including a postage amount and a digital token 
unique to the postage metering transaction; means for sending at least the postage 
amount and the digital token to the remote client computer; and means in said remote 
client computer for generating an indicium bitmap, including the postage amount and 
the digital token, for the postage metering transaction. 

Claims Text - CLTX (18): 18. The system of claim 10, further comprising: means in 
the remote client computer for initiating a transaction including means for sending a 
request for a transaction evidence to the local client computer; means in said local client 
computer for forwarding the request for the transaction evidence to the security device; 
means in said local client computer for receiving from the security device transaction 
information including the transaction evidence and a digital token unique to the 
transaction; means for sending at least the transaction evidence and the digital token to 
the remote client computer; and means in said remote client computer for generating an 
indicium bitmap, including the transaction evidence and the digital token, for the 
transaction. 
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